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VICEROY-GANDHI CORRESPONDENCE
The correspondence that passed today between the
Viceroy and Gandhiji on the Congress demand for freedom
of speech has been released to the Press 'Simla, Septem-
ber 30):
Viceroys Letter
Dear Mr. Gandhi,
I think it will be convenient if I record very briefly
in writing the origin of the talks we have had on the 27th
and 30th September and their outcome.
As you will remember, you wrote to me on the 18th
September to ask that I should grant you an interview, and
you explained in your letter that you were anxious to dis-
cuss the situation covered by the recent resolution of the
All-India Congress Committee, not only in your capacity
as guide of the Congress but as a personal friend. I was, I
need not say, most ready to talk things over with you, and
we have now had the advantage of two conversations.
In the course of these conversations the situation has
been exhaustively discussed, with particular reference to the
-question of free speech in time of war. On that matter, while
professing yourself most anxious to avoid in any way em-
barrassing His Majesty's Government ia the prosecution
of the war, you made it dear to me that you regarded it
as essential that the Indian National Congress and other
members of the public should be in a position to give full
expression to their views in relation to the war effort, pro-
vided only that such expression was fully non-violent.
I indicated to you the nature of the special treatment
laid down by law in the United Kingdom for dealing with
conscientious objector—which I may broadly describe as
an arrangement under which, while the conscientious ob-
jector is absolved from the duty of fighting and is allowed
even to profess his faith in public, he is not permitted to
carry his opposition  to  the length  of endeavouring  to
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